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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT ASCOTT HOUSE , SOUTH STREET AT 6.30 p.m. ON   1st JUNE 2009

Those present: 

Members:
Councillor R D Bayliss (Chairman)

Councillors G. Allman, Ms C Andrews, E Avins, R Bebbington, 

Mrs P Cort, J G Coxon, S. Hoult,  DJG Jones, J, Johnston,

G. Mansfield &   Mrs A Smith

Officer:
C R Gay – Town Clerk 

22 PUBLIC QUESTIONS & ANSWER SESSION

A member of the public asked a question in relation to anti-social behaviour in the Bath Grounds and the Chairman confirmed that this was a subject of an item on the Town Clerks report.

A member of the public asked the question in relation to delayed opening of Hood Park open air swimming pool.  The Chairman confirmed  that this too was an item on the Town Clerks report.

23       MINUTES

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 30 March 2009

be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman.

24  
LITTER & OTHER ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

The Town Clerk reported on complaints of litter and other antisocial behaviour in the Bath Grounds.  The Town Clerk outlined the regime for clearing litter from the Bath grounds and Hood Park, and confirmed that an additional litter bin had been installed in the vicinity of the Bowls Club.

The Committee concluded that there should be increased enforcement over the litter and anti-social behaviour problems to support the Council's efforts in keeping the areas clean and tidy.

RESOLVED

1. That representations be made to the Police and North West Leicestershire District Council to increase enforcement of the laws relating to anti-social behaviour in the Council's open spaces.

2. That the principals of the local schools be requested to be more vigilant in dealing with truant pupils who congregate in the Council's open spaces.

3. That the Town Clerk be asked to consider additional litter bins and signs in the parks.

25   
HOOD PARK OPEN AIR SWIMMING POOL

The Committee was informed that the District Council was embarking upon a scrutiny examination of the reduced period of opening of Hood Park open air pool this year.  The Town Council had been invited to appoint a member to serve on the Working Party undertaking the scrutiny examination.

RESOLVED


1. That Councillor R Bebbington be appointed to serve upon the Scrutiny Working Party.

2. That District Council be informed that the Town Council would prefer the Hood Park open air pool to revert to the traditional season of opening hours.

26.  
COMMUNITY OFFENDERS PROGRAMME

The Town Clerk reported that he had made arrangements for works to be carried out in parks and open spaces under the Community Offenders programme

NOTED

27.  
HASTINGS CRICKET CLUB

The Committee was informed that the Hastings Cricket Club would be hosting a week of  Leicestershire County Cricket Club 2nd  X1 matches in July.

The Club also wish to carry out improvements by way of practice nets and security fencing adjoining the Hastings pavilion.  Also it would be necessary to carry out some tree surgery to enable the improvements to be carried out.

RESOLVED: 

1. That Landlord consent be given to enable the Hastings Cricket Club to erect new practice and security fencing as shown on the plan attached to the Town Clerk's report.

2. That Town Clerk be authorised to deal with the essential tree surgery in the vicinity of the pavilion.

28.  
HOOD PARK PITCH MAINTENANCE

The Town Council and the Ivanhoe Football Club entered into a lease in 2001 relating to the Hood Park football pitch under which the Town Council was required to undertake grounds maintenance services and in return the Club was obliged to pay an annual service charge.

In recent years the Town Clerk had arranged for the service charge to be reduced to reflect specialist professional services which the Club had engaged to provide maintenance of the pitch which was beyond the means of the Town Council to perform.

The Club was again seeking a contribution to the costs of professional services and the Town Clerk considered that a contribution of £350 was appropriate.

RESOLVED:

1. That a contribution of £350 be made to the Ivanhoe Club.

2. The Town Clerk be authorised to determine similar requests in future years.

29
MUSIC IN THE PARK

The Town Clerk reported a programme of Band Concerts for the coming summer months.

30.   
NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION TEAM

The Committee was asked to appoint a Town Councillor to serve upon the Neighbourhood Action Team.

RESOLVED  That Councillor G Jones be appointed to serve on the Neighbourhood Action Team.

31.  
WESTERN PARK

The Town Clerk that he had arranged for gates to be erected across the Avenue Road entrance to Western Park to overcome the problems of anti-social behaviour in the car park.

NOTED & APPROVED

32.  
ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED :  That accounts in the sum of £1267.57 be approved for payment

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.30 pm.

Chairman ……………………………………………….    Date…………………………….
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